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E. O. 1 1652:NA 

TAGS: UK MPOL MORG NATO 

SUBJECT: INCREASE IN STRENGTH OF UK ARMY 

1 . MOD MADE PUBLIC YESTERDAY THE PLANS FOR INCREASING 
UK ARMY STRENGTH BY 4,000 MEN ADDITIONAL TO THE 

1900 INCREASE ANNOUNCED IN FEBRUARY. IT IS ESTIMATED 
THAT BOUT HALF OF THE NEW RECRUITS WILL BE ASSIGNED 
TO STRENGTHEN BAOR UNITS, PARTICULARLY THE ARMOURED 
REGIMENTS. THE QUALITY PRESS HAS GIVEN PROMINENCE TO 
THE ANNOUNCEMENT TREATING THE NEWS VERY FAVORABLY. THE 
NEW INCREASE MEANS THAT NEARLY A HALF OF THE MANPOWER 
CUTS IN THE ARMY WILL HAVE BEEN RESTORED. MOD'S 
STATEMENT CAST THE INCREASE AS ACCORDING "WELL WITH 
PRESIDENT CARTER'S INITIATIVES AS EMBODIED IN THE NATO 
LONG-TERM DEFENSE PROGRAM." 

2. COMMENT: SOURCES IN WHITEHALL AGREE THAT MULLEY 
HAD TO FIGHT HARD TO CARRY THE BATTLE AGAINST OPPONENTS 
OF DEFENSE INCREASES AND IT IS NO COINCIDENCE THAT THE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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GOVERNMENT MADE PUBLIC THIS DECISION DURING THE 
PARLIAMENTARY RECESS. GENERAL REACTION FROM OPPOSITION 
SPOKESMEN HAS BEEN ONE OF APPLAUDING THE DECISION 
WHILE CASTIGATING THE GOVERNMENT FOR THE CUTS IT MADE 
AFTER THE DEFENSE REVIEW, THEREBY MKING THE PRESENT 
INCREASE NECESSARY. NATURALLY, WHILE WELCOMING THE 
GOVERNMENT'S DECISION ON THE ARMY INCREASES, 
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CONSERVATIVES ARE ATTACKING THE TIMING OF THE ANNOUNCE- 
MENT AS DUE TO THE IMMINENCE OF THE FORTHCOMING 
GENERAL ELECTION. 
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